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Carolyn Crow

Burlingame, CA 94010-5973

Telephone: HINEEEE c

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS NORTH CENTRAL SAN MATEO COUNTY
Off-Board Representative on Housing

HOUSING LEADERSHIP COUNCIL SAN MATEO COUNTY
Representative

Lily Lim and Julia Klein
City of San Mateo

City Hall

Department of Planning
330 West 20th Ave

San Mateo, CA 94403

Dear Planners:

With a degree in City Planning from the University of PA back in the 1960s and various experience in this, | attended the
Strive San Mateo meeting at Parkside Elementary School on Dec. 1. | include my notes and comments written on your
document, plus some additional info.

Our table concerns were Housing and Transportation.

Re Housing: |include the League of Women Voters Handbook pages showing the positions of the San Mateo Central
and North League related to Housing and Land Use. | will be happy to come to testify in support of these positions when
there are meetings or occasions when | can be helpful.

We support increasing housing density near transportation centers and transit stops. We support affordable housing in
3 categories: very low income, low income, less low income. This can be done with smaller units with fewer amenities.
We support mixed use development by combining residential/commercial development in commercially zoned areas:
This can be done for seniors and local workers above commercial uses with as few as 2-4 stories.

Re Transportation: At our Parkside meeting the problems of East-West auto traffic were discussed. Grade separation of
the railroad tracks and the autos is critical to addressing that problem. These ideas for public use of that space will
provide benefits to adjacent land uses that will justify the expenditures.

| am sending pictures from Chengdu, China, where the public space under elevated highway has been put to public use
benefiting the nearby people. 1also include copies of letters | wrote to Burlingame City Council in 2010 and to Kevin
Mullin which spell out potential benefits that could come from elevated or below grade covered railroad tracks in San

Mateo County.

Sincerely yours,
] / 7 - /1" e y
La ’?Q’J})’."/ LAY

Carolyn Crow

Cc: Betty Bernstein
Leora Tanjuatco Ross




Carolyn Crow

Burlingame, CA 94010-5973

Telephone: HINEEEE c N

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS NORTH CENTRAL SAN MATEO COUNTY
Off-Board Representative on Housing

HOUSING LEADERSHIP COUNCIL SAN MATEO COUNTY
Representative

Lily Lim and Julia Klein
City of San Mateo

City Hall

Department of Planning
330 West 20th Ave

San Mateo, CA 94403

Dear Planners:
Re: General Plan revision process.

The revised Plan must address past and current exclusionary zoning policies that have had a negative impact on
many San Mateo residents. Meaningful guidance for future years of development requires acknowledgement of
the displacement and hardship that the current policies have had on low income people, people of color, young
families, and renters. Propose real solutions, including the urgent need for housing, especially affordable
housing.

The Existing Conditions Report, on which the revised General Plan will be based, does not disclose the

impact that robust job growth with no accompanying building of housing has had on the community.

This disconnect has led to the displacement of large numbers of former residents, especially our most
vulnerable residents, who must find more affordable housing elsewhere while commuting to jobs in

San Mateo. If San Mateo is to continue being a community that takes pride in its diversity, it must stop the
displacement of large numbers of people caused by the lack of affordable and multiple forms of housing.

The General Plan’s vision statement should be a forward-looking document that aims to solve the problems
outlined in the Existing Conditions Report. This vision should be an active, goal-based document that helps solve
the land use challenges. Please include the following as guiding principles for the vision statement:

- Diversity: One of the greatest assets of San Mateo is our diversity of cultures, ethnicities, and

languages. Latino communities are zt the greatest risk of displacement, and have been for the past several
years. Many other ethnic community members have been priced out or displaced by current exclusionary
policies in place.

-Increased equity: Right now, the height and density limits make it almost impossible for affordable
housing developers to build affordable housing. If we want to maintain our diverse community, we must
continue to build affordable housing.



- Decreased traffic and greenhouse gas emissions: The cost of living in San Mateo is currently
astronomical, mostly due to the high cost of housing. This means that service workers must commute
into San Mateo from neighboring cities and counties, which causes our traffic congestion, strains our
infrastructure and pollutes our air. We must permit increased height and density at mass transit nodes to
reduce demand for automobiles.

- More room for open space: Greater density and heights will allow us to continue to grow while still
maintaining our open space.

We hope you will take all these factors into consideration when revising the vision statement; we believe that
the future of San Mateo as a thriving and diverse community depends on it.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important document.

Sincerely yours,
- £

Panglipy
Carolyn Crow

Cc: Betty Bernstein
Leora Tanjuatco Ross



Visioning December 1, 2018

For project background and to sign up to receive emails for future meetings, please go to:
StriveSanMateo.org
COMMENT CARD

If you have subsequent comments or questions of importance to you, please fill out this comment
sheet. Please return it to City staff at the meeting, email your comments to
generalplan@cityofsanmateo.org, or return this comment card to the City of San Mateo Planning
Division, Attn: Julia Klein, 330 W. 20th Avenue, San Mateo, CA 94403. |
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Carolyn Crow

Burlingame, CA 94010-5973

Speaker Pro tem i

San Mateo, CA 94402
Tel
Fax: (650) 341-4676

Dear Speaker Pro tem Mullin:

I met you at a coffee at your San Mateo office several months ago and told you about what we
witnessed in Chengdu, China, re use of land under elevated highway or train structures. | told you
about my concern about City of Burlingame response to the elevated track options for our train
corridor and you expressed interest in seeing my pictures.

Most important is that it could reduce the division between east and west parts of the cities by
permitting access under the elevated train tracks for activities and passage across the lines.

| have decided to send you a copy of the mailing | sent to the Burlingame City Council at that time,
since it shows what we think can be done. | wish the pictures were of better quality, but you can see
the extraordinary things Chengdu did and how it made people happy.

In Burlingame and other cities along the train route it would require cooperation and agreement
between county, city, school, business and private groups which would benefit from the parking,
recreation, and artistic developments.

| appreciate your interest. | am a member of the League of Women Voters and | believe | can
interest them in supporting such projects.

Thank you for your excellent voting record on environmental and issues of public benefit in the state.
Sincerely,

Carolyn Crow



Carolyn Crow
I
Burlingame, CA 94010-5973
November 7, 2010
Cathy Baylock, Mayor

City of Burlingame ) 5
501 Primrose Road t !
~ e

Burlingame, CA 94010

Dear Mrs. Baylock, /f//bt%ﬂ j)’wcL(’/w - al

I am an enthusiastic supporter of high speed rail connecting San Francisco and Los Angeles. | support elevated or covered high
speed rail on the peninsula, either of which would permit use of the land for projects beneficial to the cities and counties along the
route.

I am very disappointed in your position as presented at the Newcomers meeting several months ago. | believe there were several
misrepresentations in your position.

First, the city is now divided by the rail em and even an uncovered ditch won’t make this situation worse. At a minimum, an
rade separation would eliminate annoying and occasionally fatal grade crossing gates and allow traffic to flow unimpeded either
above or below the train tracks. Moreover, it would reduce the potential for suicides and other pe n tragedies. The

proposed rail could improve this situation if properly implemented.

It would also provide great long term benefits to the city and county residents along the line and would reduce car travel on

expressways and arterials which negatively impact our residents. When you focus on the impacts on properties adjacent to the
rail line you do not take proper account of impacts in other sections of the city and coun ell as the region and stat

Second, when you said there would be more than 80 trains per day and emphasized the noise, you failed to say that that number
included existing Cal Trains with their existing noise. What about the potential for future electrification which is increased hut _hg
high speed train and reduces noise?

Third, the slide you presented showing the possible elevated system is an atrocity—showing a worst possible case, designed to
frighten the people who see it. That is what happened at the Newcomers meeting. Why didn’t you show a system that shows

potential benefit to the citizens of Burlingame?

| enclose pictures of what the city of Chengdu, China, has done with land under an elevated expressway going through the city. Itis
a delightful place to spend time or to pass through. They got the idea from Singapore. Note the following benefits to the public of
covered open space that is useful for various purposes which would complement business or residential areas:

-~

T

1) Using the support pillars as presentation space for art and relief sculpture showing architectural history and historical sites.
Other art opportunities are here. You can see how support pillars can be a posutlve element, not the horrible one you
portrayed.

2) Aplayground for children covered by the freeway and protected from;rain or sun.

3) A parcourse and exercise equipment for adults covered by the freeway and protected from rain or sun.

4) Asculpture garden of delightful sculptures, some with darling children playing games and others with opportunities for
visitors to participate. Chinese are known for picture taking opportunities with various landscape and sculpture features,
and it is a growing phenomenon in other countries. Note the people sitting in the barber chair of a bronze barber and my
daughter on the other end of the crosscut saw.

5) A manmade “creek” with bridges of designs common in different parts of China.

6) Painting one concrete support with three dimensional painting of a river (a pleasant view for vehicles passing by). What a
contrast to the pillar picture you presented at the Newcomers’ meeting!

7) This pillar is adjacent to an outdoor stage with seating.

8) Arestaurant with “outdoor” tables protected from rain and shaded from sun.

9) An art gallery and shop.

10) An artistic panel with seating along it and artistic pavement designs and materials.



Busiriesses in Burlingame, the high school, and the community center would benefit from parking areas under the structure.
Adjacent residences would benefit from these parking areas as they would remove parking from Burlingame narrow streets.

Finally and perhaps most important, our city council should be looking at the long term transportation needs of Burlingame, San

Mateo County, our region and the State. Addressing these needs requires infrastructure investment that will benefit current

and future residents. A NIMBY focus fails to take account of effects that impact the greater number of people, both present and

future.

One woman at the Newcomers meeting said that the train would not benefit her if it does not stop in Burlingame.

Most of us believe that catching such a train in San Francisco or another major stop such as Millbrae or San Jose is a major benefit to
residents of Burlingame and our neighboring cities, particularly when compared to airplane flights or auto trips to southern
California.

I ask that you and other members of the City Council, the Planning Commission and the Burlingame Planning Department be
supportive of high speed rail on the peninsula and major improvement of the Cal-Train corridor. Please provide constructive land
use and imaginative community facility planning in and along the corridor, using ideas such as the ones described here. This will
take constructive and imaginative negotiation with the governmental agencies building the rail facility.

Sincerely yours,

Carolyn Crow
Robert Crow

Cc: Terry Nagel, Vice Mayor
Jerry Deal, Council Member
Michael Brownrigg, Council Member
Ann Keighran, Council Member
Burlingame Planning Department

Jerry Hill, CA Assumbly Member, District 19
Leland Yee, CA Senator, District 08

Anne Schneider, Sierra Club, Political Committee Tri-Chair, Loma Prieta Chapter
Jackie Jacobberger, President, League of Women Voters, North and Central San Mateo County
Stephens, Diana, Program/Advocacy Director, League of Women Vaters, North and Central San Mateo County
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